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fortresses and harvests of the Low Countries, Pichegru resumed
the offensive in overwhelming force. Crossing the Dommel, he
drove die British on the I4th from the fortified post of Boxtel. A
counter-attack under cover of darkness, in which Arthur Wellesley
received his baptism of fire, failed disastrously, largely owing to
the indiscipline and lack of training of die newly promoted and
youthful regimental commanders from England For where men
mistrusted their officers no operation could succeed.

Sullenly the army retreated beyond the Waal. It was back where
it had started eighteen months beforet No wonder it swore terribly.
" The rare old Duke of York/' it sang:

" He had ten thousand men;
He marched 'em up a great high hill,
Then marched 'em down again/'

Gone were the halcyon days when gentlemen of the Staff sat down
to dine in shady Flemish gardens off food cooked by His Majesty's
Hanoverian field-kitchen and served by laced footmen. Now they
were lucky if they got anydiing to eat at all. Even the woollen gifts
which the benevolent ladies of Great Britain had showered on their
defenders in the first winter of the war had ceased to come. The
army felt neglected and forgotten. Its boots were worn out and its
uniforms stained and ragged; recruits arrived in thin, linen jackets
and trousers without waistcoats, drawers or stockings. The Royal
Waggon Corps, founded to supply its needs, had apparendy been
recruited from the thieves' kitchens of Blackfriars and Seven Dials,
and was known as the Newgate Blues. The military hospitals were
mere short-cuts to the next world: a Dutch observer counted
42 bodies flung out of one barge of 500 sick who had been left
untended on the open deck, without even straw. The surgeons*
mates allowed the sick and wounded to starve, and spent the
vast sums they claimed from the government in drinking and
debauchery.1

From  top to bottom the military administration,  tested by
adversity, was rotten.   The best officers, like Moira, were recalled
to England because under the Horse Guards* rigid rule of pro-
motion for the higher ranks they lacked the seniority to be em-
1 Fortescue, IV, 315 ; Calvert, 338.